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The Essence of Photographing People 

Tuesday September 22, 2026 – 8:00 pm (Eastern Time)    
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The secret to creating great photographs of people is getting to know your subjects and connecting with them 

even before you pick up your camera. National Geographic photographer Catherine Karnow will show you how 

it’s done, whether you are shooting candid images and street scenes, environmental portraits, or 

photographing family and friends. Catherine will share her tips on how photography can help us connect with 

people around the world and create long-lasting relationships. You will learn important and surprising 

techniques—that may have nothing to do with the camera at all—to create powerful, emotional portraits. 

Bio 

Catherine Karnow, a National Geographic photographer born in Hong Kong, has spent over 40 years capturing 
powerful human stories across the globe. 
  
A major focus of her work has been Vietnam, where she has documented the long-term effects of Agent 
Orange on families and children—work that has won awards and driven real change. 
  
Based in San Francisco and Provence, Catherine is also a passionate educator. Her in-depth photo workshops 
in Vietnam-Cambodia, Romania, Provence, Puglia, and India are widely recognized for their creativity, depth, 
and mentorship. 
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